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Prayer Ministry 
Submit a prayer request to this 
Email: pray4me@tds.net 

 

Visitors and new members  
always welcome. 

 

    The United M          The United Methodist 

     Messenger 
Monthly Newsletter from the churches of Medford and Dorchester. 

DECEMBER 2011 

CHRISTMAS EVE  

WORSHIP SERVICE  

 

 

 

SATURDAY, DEC. 24, 2011 
3 PM UMC DORCHESTER  

7 PM UMC MEDFORD  

& 

CHRISTMAS DAY  

WORSHIP SERVICE  

 

 

 

SUNDAY, DEC. 25, 2011 
8:30 AM UMC DORCHESTER  

10 AM UMC MEDFORD  



From the Pastorôs Deskð 
 
 

 

Worship Themes for December 
 

Dec 4             ñGodôs Comfort in Troubled Timesò 
Dec 11 ñFinish with a Flourishò 
Dec 18 ñFound Favor with God? 
Dec 25 ñIs Emmanuel Relevant Today?ò 
                          

Lectionary for December 
 

Dec 4  Second Sunday of Advent 
  Isaiah 40:1-11 
  Psalm 85 
  2Peter 3:8-15 
  Mark 1:1-18  
Dec 11 Third Sunday of Advent 
  Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 
  Psalm 126  
  1Thessalonians 5:16-24 
  John 1:6-8, 19-28 
Dec 18 Fourth Sunday of Advent 
  2Samuel 7:1-11, 16 
  Luke 1:46b-55 
  Romans 16:25-27 
  Luke 1:26-38 
Dec 25 Christmas Day 
  Isaiah 9:2-7 
  Psalm 96 
  Titus 2:11-14 
  Luke 2:1-14 or 2:1-20   
  Mark 13:24-37 
    
                 
       

 

ñBut after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord 

appeared to him in a dream and said, ñJoseph son of David, do not 

be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is 

conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a 

son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save 

his people from their sins.ò (Matt. 1:20-21) 

Brothers and Sisters, it sounds unbelievable that another 

Christmas is imminent upon us. One year ago, we were in the mood 

of the same season when we all prepared our minds and families for 

the festive season. It is another time to celebrate the reason for the 

season, the birth of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Let us all 

rejoice in the Lord who has graciously spared our lives to witness 

another global celebration of the birthday of the Savior of the world. 

Yes, it is almost that time again! Time to share love and affection, 

time to give gifts to families, friends, and loved ones, time to 

remember the poor and the helpless, time to be with families and 

friends, time to shop for food and clothing, time to replace those 

aging items in your wardrobe and storage, and time to reconcile and 

reunite with old friends and loved ones. While all of these activities 

are universally characteristic of the Christmas season, it is important 

that we do not lose track of the reason for the season, in the person 

of our Lord Jesus Christ. Christmas reminds us of the unconditional 

love of God which was shared with us through the birth of the 

Savior. As you share gifts with friends and families this season, 

remember that the greatest gift shared with humanity was the offer 

of Jesus Christ.  The Angel assured Joseph that a Savior who would 

deliver the world from sin was to be born. May God help us to 

remember that the primary reason for the birth of the Savior was to 

redeem us from sin. Never let this Christmas pass through you again 

without letting yourself experience the reasons for Christmas- 

salvation, healing, and deliverance from sin and every appearance 

of evil.  

The Prophet Isaiah was able to foresee the coming of the 

Lord thousands of years prior to the birth of the Savior. Isaiah 

prophesied something important about the government of Christ; 

the coming government is ñpeaceò. Accordingly, the coming of 

Christ does not just involve the festivities that come along with his 

birth; the season reminds us of the peace that Christ brings into the 

world. The Angel told the shepherds, ñDo not be afraid. I bring you 

good news of great joy that will be for all the people.ò (Lk.2:10).  

 

As we all do those things traditionally expected from us 

during Christmas, remember that the coming of the savior is an 

invitation to all of us to put aside all walls of demarcation separating 

us from good relationships with our Creator. As we all reconcile with 

families and friends and heal broken relationships this yuletide, it is 

time for us to heal our broken relationships with God by letting the 

peace and joy which Christ offers reign supreme in your life. 

Merry Christmas! 

.....................................Pastor Michael. 
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SHARING OUR GIFTS AND TALENTS 
Servant Ministry ScheduleðMedford 

 

Worship Greeters 
Dec 04 Lee/Jean Nuernberger 
Dec 11 Tracy/Margo Swedlund 
Dec 18 Kevin Moberg  
Dec 25 Terry/Glatha Smith 
 

Worship Leader 
Dec 04 Jean Nuernberger 
Dec 11 Dave Hemke 
Dec 18 Childrenôs Christmas Program 
Dec 25 Tom Lindow 
 

Coffee Fellowship 
Dec 04 Ron/Sandy Breth  

Dec 11 Kevin/Karen Moberg  
Dec 18 Becky Kalmon/Holly Butler  
Dec 25 No Coffee Fellowship 
 

Counting Committee             
Dec 04          Dave Hemke 
Dec 11          Shawn McDonnell  
Dec 18          Eunice Mayer 
Dec 25          Darlene Anderson  
 

Childrenôs Time 
Dec 04          Robin McDonnell 
Dec 11          Alyssa Nuernberger  
Dec 18          Kelley Isola 
Dec 25          Barb Schief 

MEDFORD CHURCH EVENTS 

Meeting Schedule 
 
(M) UMW Afternoon Circle  
Wednesday, December 7, 11:30am 
Christmas Party at Happy Joes 
All women invited.  There will be a  
white elephant gift exchange. 
 

(M) UMW Twilight Circle Tuesday, Dec. 20, 6pm 
 

Keenagers (anyone 50+ is welcome)   

On Tuesday, December 13, the Keenagers Christmas Party 
will be at the Turtle Club. Please bring a gift to exchange. 

THANK YOU 
Thank you to our church family for all of your cards, 
kind words and prayers to support us in the loss of 
our Mother and Grandmother.  You have lifted our 
spirits and it is greatly appreciated. 
 

Tom, Margie and David Lindow 

ADVENT WORSHIP SERVICES 
 

Advent Worship Services are held at 7 pm, at the 
Medford UMC every Wednesday through 
Wednesday, December 21.  Each service will be 
preceded by soup/sandwich fellowship in the 
Fellowship Hall at 6pm. Please come with your 
families and friends. 

POINSETTIAS 
 
Itôs Adventé.and plans to celebrate Christôs birth are 
under way!  Itôs also time for an opportunity for you to 
remember someone special this Christmas Season by 
Purchasing a poinsettia (or two...or as many as you 
like!)  Sponsor one in honor or in memory of someone 
special, or just because you want to help make our 
church  beautiful this season! 
 

Poinsettias are only $7.99 each. 
 

Checks can be made out to the UMC ð designate 
ñChristmas Poinsettiasò.   
Please place your order on the sign up sheet at church 
or by contacting Becky Kalmon or Eunice Mayer by 
Sunday, December 10th. 
Thank you! 
 
From the Decorating Committee  

                   HEARTFELT SYMPATHY 
 

Heartfelt sympathy is affectionately extended to the 
following in the recent loss of their family members: 
 

¶ Tom and Margie Lindow, in the loss of Tomôs 
mother, Catherine. 

¶ Erica Bertsinger in the loss of her parents, Eric 
& Marie Motte. 

 
May God grant their souls eternal rest in His kingdom, 
Amen! 



FUN & FELLOWSHIP  

  CHRISTMAS  

   CAROLING 
 

There will be Christmas Caroling 

followed by chili and hot cocoa.  All  

families are invited to come and sing  

in this fun and fellowship time. The 

date and time will be listed in the 

Sunday bulletin.  

 

PRAYER 
 

Persons to remember in prayer for this month:  
 

(M)  Molly Isola             (M)  Brian Jensen  

(M)  Corliss Jensen             (M)  Karey Jensen  

(M)  Faith Johnson, Kaena & Liam           (M)  Brad & Becky Kalmon  

(D)  Dale & Jan Kloth, Kelly, Brett          (M)  Arlene Krackenberger  

(D)  Dean & Carol Lietzow, Bree and Trent      (D)   Calvin Lietzow  

(D)  Deloris Lietzow              (D)   Drew Lietzow  

(D)  Kate Lietzow  

 

Thank you for remembering each one of these in your daily prayers for the month.  

CONGRATULATIONS!  

Congratulations to Arlene 

Krackenberger who celebrates 

her 100th birthday December 24!  

BIBLE STUDY  
The study of òChanging Attitudesó 

by Pastor James McDonald just completed 

was well attended and transformed lives.  

We will be looking forward to a new Bible 

study in the new year.  

 

THANK YOU  

A big thank you to everyone 

who helped before, during or 

after the successful  

Holiday Bazaar  

WITNESS MINISTRY TEAM  

There will be no Witness Ministry  

Team meeting in December.  



HOLIDAY BAZAAR  
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 18, 2011  

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 19, 2011  

 


